ABSTRACT . Allium tel-avivense Eig (Liliaceae), endemic to Israel, is lectotypified.
Allium tel-avivense was demoted to the rank of subspecies under A. aschersonianum Barbey by Oppenheimer (Oppenheimer & Evenari, 1940: 189) . Oppenheimer contended that the name A. tel-avivense was not described adequately by Eig et al. (1931) and the characters that distinguish this new subspecies of A. aschersonianum were not published in Latin; thus, it remained a nomen nudum. Oppenheimer provided a reference to the basionym, a detailed description in Latin, and a line drawing, and cited a single specimen ([AAR] 985). recognized Allium tel-avivense as a distinct species on the basis of a comparative caryological and morphological study of A. telavivense, A. aschersonianum, and A. dumetorum Feinbrun & Szelubsky (Szelubsky, 1950) . She reduced A. aschersonianum subsp. tel-avivense (Eig) Oppenheimer to synonymy of A. tel-avivense, provided a diagnosis in Latin and a detailed description in English, and established the name taxonomically by comparing the main characters that distinguish A. telavivense from A. aschersonianum. She reiterated Oppenheimer's assertion that the name A. tel-avivense remained a nomen nudum until her publication. Later, she clarified that the name ''is valid'' according to the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Feinbrun-Dothan, 1986: 97) . However, she did not cite any article to support that clarification.
Indeed, the name Allium tel-avivense was validly published by Eig (Eig et al., 1931) Any specimen for which there is evidence that Eig had studied prior to 1931 would be considered as original material. There is no evidence that AAR 985 was one of the specimens used by Eig in preparing his key, and thus it is not eligible as the lectotype (J. McNeill, 2006, pers. comm.) . Of the 11 specimens cited by (i.e., the lectotype and in Specimens examined, both below), Eig was the sole collector of three and co-collector of four additional specimens. Eig was also the sole collector of two and co-collector of three additional specimens, which were not cited by Feinbrun and are deposited in HUJ. Among the specimens collected by Eig only, HUJ 25824 ( Fig. 1) (Feinbrun-Dothan, 1986: 97; Danin, 2004: 400) . The abundance of A. telavivense was categorized by Fragman et al. (1999: 12) as rare. Danin (2008) reports that nowadays, many Volume 18, Number 4
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Lectotypification in Allium (Liliaceae) individuals of A. tel-avivense still exist in uncultivated lands that remained undisturbed and whose soil fits its preferences. He predicts that as a result of the progress of urbanization and agricultural cultivation of the coastal plain it may be under threat of extinction.
